High yield selective acylation of polyamines: proton as protecting group.
An advance in the selective acylation of polyamines having identical or similar amine functions is reported. While nucleophilicity differences between the various amine functions are slight, the corresponding conjugate acids exhibit pKa values over a significant range. We have used proton as polyamine protecting group: the monoamine resulting from single deprotonation of a polyammonium compound has allowed for high yields of selective acylation.